Introduction
Forests in arid countries, especially around the Sahel, are overexploited because of the great needs of local populations for wood. Native species adapted to aridity do not produce enough wood. Plantations of adapted and fast-growing species seem to be the best way to meet local demand. Difficulties arise not only from drought but also from the salinity of soils (Chapman, 1975 Seeds were sown on perlite soaked with nutritive medium (Murashige and Skoog, 1962) in jars, with salt (NaCI, 50-200 mM) added to study salt-tolerance at the germination stage. For measurement of salt-tolerance of seedlings in the greenhouse, seeds were sown on vermiculite, plants were replanted in seed-pans filled with vermiculite and watered with a dilute nutritive solution (N, P, K and oligonutrients). 3 mo old seedlings were watered for 1 mo with and a saline solution (1!aCl, 100-600 mM) added to the nutritive solution (Fathi, 1987) .
Mineral elements (Ca, K and Na) in the plants were estimated by flame photometry. Chloride was titrated according to Fries and Getrost (1977; re!agent: chloranilic (Fathi and Prat, 1988 
